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ot Ash Wednesday Services

to whether what To begin the Lenten season, there will be two services on Ash
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Christian home is the traditional Ash Wednesday liturgy with imposition of ashes
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C.S. Lewis Tuesday, February 5 (see page 3)

Tri-Church Lunch and Learn
Begins Thursday, February 7 (see page 3)

Adult-Ed Lenten Study
Begins Sunday, February 10 (see page 3)

Give a Can of Food for Lent
Begins Sunday, February 10 (see page 8)

Pledge Campaign Nears Goal

The Stewardship Committee opened the annual pledge campaign
in October with a goal of $215,000. By mid-January 101 parishion-
ers had pledged $209,996 to the General Fund for 2008. Well done,
Pam and Ralph Siewers and -Donny and Peter Smith!




A Letter from the Rector

Dear Friends,

As [ write this, yet another snow storm is transforming the landscape. Other than the
occasional sound of a snowplow scraping off the top layer of frozen precipitation on
the road out front, all is silence. The view from the window in my home study is one
of stark contrast. The trees, dark forms of varying width, set off against a background
of white.

When I first moved here in July, I described my little house as being bordered by
woods. It felt as though I was plunked down on the edge of a great
green mass of vegetation. But today, looking out my window,
instead of saying I live in the “woods,” I would say that I live in the
“trees.” Silly, I know, but somehow it feels very different to me.
Denuded of leaves, these dark shapes now tell new stories that are
as individual as they are: stories that speak of suppleness and
flexibility as slender trunks and limbs sway in the wind; or the
rigidity of one tree that snapped in the last storm; or the large
evergreen that apparently had shallow roots and now lays toppled
on the edge of the yard. Each has its story that I had not seen when their branches
were fully leafed out.

The church’s Lenten season begins on February 6 with our observance of Ash
Wednesday and the words “remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
I always feel that those words strip me down to the barest of elements: denuding my
spirit of all the external trappings I use to adorn my soul. In some ways it feels like
suddenly standing cold and stark as the leafless trees outside: Lent, like winter, reveals
our structure, like trees denuded of leaves. Only as the structure is firmly established
are we able to dress it with the budding and delicate blooms that will come in the
spring. Lent, like winter, is the quiet fallow time when we prepare for this rebirth.

So it is that we are called to explore this “wintry spirituality” - to discern the bare
structure of our lives, to face and feel the cold winds of our often discordant and
disquieted spirits, to fully admit how much we need God, and to encourage our roots
to take a firm hold in that understanding. May this Lenten season provide the stillness
of a gentle snow to allow you the space to quietly deepen and nourish your being.

Faithfully,
Claudia+

Staff: The Rev. Claudia Smith, Rector; The Rev. Carlton and Lorna Russell, Ministers of Music;
Sharon Freethey, Parish Administrator; Kellie Sawyer, Sexton.
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