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I know God will
not give me
anything I can’t
handle.

1 just wish that
He didn’t trust
me so much.

Mother Teresa
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May is UTO Month

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church Women, UTO assists Anglican
institutions throughout the world meet human needs, expand ministry, and
make vital improvements in infrastructure and is primarily funded by
donations collected through the use of their little blue boxes. The idea is that
we place coins in those blue boxes on a daily basis in thanksgiving for God’s
blessings. We do have much to be thankful for: we get up every morning
and most of us do that without assistance; we are not hungry; we live in a
beautiful area; we are surrounded by supportive, loving friends. If you don’t
have a little blue box, you will find them in the narthex. Help yourself. Be
sure to bring your offering to the In-Gathering Sunday, May 24. If the box is
too heavy to carry, write a check payable to St. Francis and put UTO on the
memo line.

Fair Meeting - Everyone Welcome

The first Fair meeting with our Fair Partner, Hancock County Home Care
and Hospice, will take place at St. Francis on Monday, May 11 at 9:30.
All are welcome, the more the merrier; the Fair committee hopes to see you
there.

Spring Clean Up
All Hands on Deck

This year’s Spring Clean Up will take place on Saturday, May 16 - rain date
the following Saturday. Our Junior Warden, David Wiggins, is organizing
this effort and looks forward to seeing all of us in our work cloths on
Saturday May 16. David will put out a sign-up sheet; any questions? Call
him at 374-3228.

Summer Schedule Begins

Beginning May 31, St. Francis by the Sea will resume its summer worship
schedule by celebrating the Eucharist twice each Sunday. The 8:00 am
service will be Rite I without music while the 10 am service continues to be
Rite II with music and full choir. This summer schedule will remain in effect
through August 23. Also note that during the summer months there will be
special Church School activities for local and visiting children during the
10 am service.



A Letter from the Rector

Dear Friends,

Each year the Church Pension Fund publishes a wonderful calendar that captures with
humorous cartoons, the life of the church. At St. Francis this calendar hangs on the bulletin
board just outside Sharon’s door. Throughout the month of April the cartoon consisted of two
panels side by side: on the left it was a drawing of a priest in front of
the altar, arms outstretched, and a caption that read, “He is Risen!” The
right panel showed the priest collapsed in a chair and the caption read,
“...and the clergy is dead!” What an apt depiction of the rigors of Holy
Week to be sure. This year, if I were drawing this cartoon however, it
would have read: “He is Risen...... and Claudia missed it!”

Many of you know Maundy Thursday was the last straw for my
back and I spent the remainder of Holy Week and Easter flat on the
floor on a heating pad. Celebrating Easter at St. Francis by the Sea was
not an option for me since I could not walk, sit, or stand without pain. The Revs. Carlton
Russell and Persis Williams stepped-in and took my place at the last minute, for which I am
deeply thankful. Yet even though I knew that the services at St. Francis would be glorious, I
was heartbroken. It felt like I was stuck in that dark, brooding time of Jesus’ crucifixion without
ever getting to his resurrection. I missed Easter!

And then it hit me. The more I meditated on the Gospel according to Mark’s account of
the day after the crucifixion, the more I began to understand the text in a new way. The women
went to the tomb where they had presumably seen Jesus laid, expecting to find his lifeless body
there but it was not. Instead they meet a stranger who tells them to return to the community and
tell them that Jesus will meet them in Galilee just as he has promised...as he had promised?
What was it he had promised?

Jesus promised to be with us always. He promised to continue to live through the
community of his followers. The women were looking in the wrong place. Christ wasn’t to be
found in a rock hewn tomb; he was to be found in the community of the faithful. I was looking
in the wrong place too, because the community of the faithful, Christ’s new body, isn’t just to
be found during worship times at our lovely church on the hill. The part of Christ’s resurrected
body known as the congregation of St. Francis by the Sea is very much risen and alive with His
love.

As you all have enfolded me in that love though your concern and care, I have realized
just how much I have experienced Christ’s resurrection in new ways this year. Alleluia, Christ
is risen, and he is acting though each of you. Alleluia!

Faithfully,
Claudia+
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